SPECIAL DAY TALK #2: 
MY FAVORITE TRADITION
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In Social Studies we recently began a unit on “Culture.”  During this unit, we will explore cultural traditions and stories. We will also compare similarities and differences between the people and objects of the past and present.
One way people of different cultural backgrounds celebrate their cultural history is through family or community traditions.  Some families and communities share or borrow traditions from other cultures, and some create their own traditions.  
Traditions are special activities or customs that families or communities do over and over again.  They are a special way of celebrating our family and cultural history.  Examples include: a yearly vacation to grandma or grandpa’s house, saying “Hello” when you greet someone, having a cake or eating special food at a birthday party, celebrating a favorite holiday, etc.  Some family traditions may relate to holidays or religions, while others may not.  A tradition is something that is special about your family that reminds us of happy memories.   
For our next Special Day Talk, you will share your favorite family or community tradition.  
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Directions:

1. Talk to your parents about family or community traditions that you have.
2. Make a list of your family or community traditions.  Circle your favorite one.
3. Before choosing your favorite tradition, look through photographs or artifacts at home and pick out one or more items that represent this tradition.  

4. Then, use the “Traditions Information Organizer” as a pre-writing activity.  This will help you to decide whether or not you know enough details about the tradition that you choose as your favorite, or if you need to pick another one. 
5. Finally, write an informative paragraph (5 or more sentences) about your favorite tradition.  Answer the questions: who, what, where, when, and why in your description, use the sentence starters to help you.  

6. On your Special Day, be prepared to read your informative paragraph aloud (you do not have to memorize it).  You may also bring photos or artifacts that show or tell things about your favorite tradition.  Make sure the artifacts fit in your backpack and are not breakable or valuable.  
*Photographs and artifacts are optional.  

Make a list of your family or community traditions.  Then, circle your favorite one which you will complete the organizer for on the next page.
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 Traditions Information Organizer [image: image9.wmf]
My favorite tradition is ______________________________

Who is part of the tradition? ________________________

__________________________________________________
What happens? ________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Where does it happen? __________________________________

_______________________________________________________

When does it happen? __________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Why do you do this? ____________________________________

_______________________________________________________

My Favorite Family Tradition

(Write the good copy of what you are going to share during your presentation here.)
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Special Day Talk Rubric (Favorite Tradition)
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	Demonstrating

DEM
	Progressing

PRG
	Not Yet Evident

NY

	I wrote a paragraph about my favorite tradition that includes details from my checklist.
	
	
	

	I was ready to share on my Special Day.  


	
	
	

	I was able to read what I wrote.


	
	
	

	I spoke in a loud, clear voice and occasionally looked at the audience.

	
	
	

	I completed the traditions list and the “information organizer.” 

	
	
	


